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More than 1 in 4 Minnesota households — nearly 550,000 
families — spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing. 
Since 2000, that number has risen by 60%.

Since 2000, the number of cost-burdened RENTERS has increased by more than 30% and now 
impacts nearly HALF of all renter households in MN
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6 of the top 10 most in-demand jobs can’t afford even a 
one-bedroom apartment. 

Over the next decade, the five positions with the most projected job openings earn median incomes less than 
$25,000 per year -- $5,000 below the income necessary to afford a one-bedroom apartment and $14,000 
below the income necessary to afford a two-bedroom apartment.
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More than half of senior 
renters pay too much for 
housing, a 25% increase 
since 2000

The number of cost burdened senior homeowners has also risen 54 percent since 2000. Over 
the next 20 years, the population of Minnesotans over the age of 65 is anticipated to grow by 
93 percent, making senior housing a critical issue.
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Statewide, there is a large gap in available affordable housing for 
households at the lowest incomes.  

As of 2016, there were 161,286 extremely low-income (ELI) renter households in Minnesota, with 78 
percent experiencing cost burden, and 62% paying more than half of their income on housing. For these 
households, there is a deficit of 92,439 affordable and available units across the state. Many of these ELI 
renters are among our most vulnerable populations: 27 percent are disabled and 30 percent are seniors.
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Statewide, the lowest income households are experiencing 
greatest burden.  
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Current rental 
production is not 
creating units for 
families with 
greatest housing 
needs
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MN’s racial disparities in housing are among the worst in the nation

Renter housing cost burden is highest among households of color at 53 percent, compared 
to only 43 percent of White renter households. In total, only 2 in 5 households of color own 
their home in Minnesota. Nationally, the homeownership gap is 25 percent; in Minnesota it is 
far wider at 37 percent.
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Funding at the state 
level is miniscule 
compared to the 
need 
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Investments have increased incrementally to address rise in cost burdened 
households but have never increased to address the fact that too many MN 
households are cost burdened. Without new investments, over a quarter of 
MN households will continue to experience cost burden. 
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Governor's Task Force on Housing
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Commit to Homes as a Priority

Recommendation 1.2 

Create dedicated, permanent funding 
sources for affordable homes in addition to 

current funding sources.
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How to prioritize new funding for housing?
We ask:
• What are the most important housing needs in your 

community? What does “the system” fund today?
• What does success look like?
• If you had new resources, how would you prioritize that 

funding?
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Values and Principles: 
Prioritizing New Funding for Housing

• Serving the greatest needs
• Flexible to local needs and community driven 

solutions
• Sustainable and predictable
• Outcome driven, maximizing value
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What did others say?
• Prioritized low to very low income households (30-50% AMI)
• Prioritized rental assistance, including project based
• Prioritized reducing racial disparities
• Local needs and community based priorities a consistent 

theme
• Emphasized the need for balance (between rental assistance 

and production, serving lowest income and the full housing 
continuum)



Connect with MHP!
Website: mhponline.org
Twitter: @followMHP
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