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Springboard for the Arts’ mission is to 
cultivate vibrant communities by 
connecting artists with the skills, 

information, and services they need 
to make a living and a life.
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Art is a weaving of meaning-making activity with any or all parts of our lives.
– Allan Kaprow
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Community is an “activity, not just a place” 
–Majora Carter
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Creative Placemaking

Placemaking is the act of people coming together to 
change overlooked and undervalued public and shared 

spaces into welcoming places where community gathers, 
supports one another, and thrives. 

Places can be animated and enhanced by elements that 
encourage human interaction – from temporary activities 
such as performances and chalked poetry to permanent 

installations such as landscaping and unique art.  
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Core principles
Give people a common cause
Define artist broadly
Work with local artists
Work from existing assets
Collaborate across sectors
Provide simple mechanisms
Lots of Little
Build lasting relationships
Pay artists
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Work from existing assets
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Collaborate across sectors
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Provide simple mechanisms
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Lots of little
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Build lasting relationships
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Pay artists
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Primary impacts

Build & diversify cross-sector networks
Increase community & economic vitality

Change the narrative/identity
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people are the agents of change 

+ 
creativity drives community change

=
creative people power
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creative people power
is

a renewable energy source

that can fuel transformative 
community change and community health 
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a
participatory, equitable, 
holistic, and replicable 

model 
for community health

by centering people and creativity. 
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